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The Fourth Sunday in Advent/December 19-20,2020
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
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and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be
in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 19:1, 4c, 56, antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;*
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;*
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit.

Kyrie LSB 204
Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

Tune and text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

"Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, *the king
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” >And Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, *“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Would you build me a house to dwell in? °I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. ’In all places where I have moved with
all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?””” *Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince
over my people Israel. ’And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before
you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. '°And I will appoint a place for
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, !'from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . .

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem - “The Birthday of a King,” Sung by Ted Fedder.

Epistle

Stand

Romans 16:25-27
2>Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 2but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith— "to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2%In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, ?’to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. > And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ?But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern
what sort of greeting this might be. *°And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 3! And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. **He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

33And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. **And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 3’For
nothing will be impossible with God.” ** And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,



by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -1+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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e — —] —— {
g —F—= = o1t —* 3
o ® o " o
1 Je - sus came, the heav’ns a - dor-ing, Came with peace from
2 Je - sus comes a - gain in mer - cy When our hearts are
3 Je - sus comes to hearts re - joic - ing, Bring - ing news of
4 Je - sus comes in joy and sor - row, Shares a - like our
0
[ 1 1 I I
Hey— i —t— t i —t— t f f
realms on high; Je - sus came to win  re - demp - tion,
worn with care; Je - sus comes a - gain in an - swer
sins  for - givin; Je - sus comes with words of glad - ness,
hopes and fears; Je - sus comes, what - e’er be - falls us,
[ 9 | 1 I Il H_
Y 4%

 ———

1
T T

L
1 4 1
| I 1 1 1 | 1 1 1
1 1
' 1

bl <

i
I
Low - ly came on earth to die; Al - le - Iu - ia!
To an  ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - lu - ia!
Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’'n. Al - le - lu - ia!
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - lu - ia! Came in deep hu - mil - i - ty.
Al - le - lu - ia! Comes to save  us from de - spair.
Al - le - lu - ia! Hope to all  the world is giv'n.
Al - le - lu - ial Com - forts us in fail - ing years.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon - “Do Not Be Afraid, For You Have Found Favor With God.”

Stand



Prayer of the Church
Bill and Carolyn Ackerman
Gerard Bierman
LaVerne Boeshans
Aaron Bohnenstiehl
Hope Tiesen-Claxton
Jim Diemer

Diane Durham

Tom Ebl

Sarah Frey

Beulah Jones

Steve Martin
Patience Martin

Julie Nosbisch

Carolyn Oakley

Sue Pavelski

Alicia Raynor

The Salanitro Family at the death of John
Salnitro, Mike’s father
Shawn Schaefer

Kathy Smith

Lyle Suedmeyer

John Thomas

Sage Thompson

Laura Weatherspoon

Judy Morgan Bill Wittmaier
Angie Mollet, sister of Sam Italiano Judy Morgan Gary Witt
Virginia Niebruegge

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering: If you prefer to give online, please go to https://www.saintpaulstroy.org/give/ .
Thank you for supporting our ministry!

Service of the Sacrament

Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of
heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to eat and
drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My -+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 2710
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0} Lord, we  pray.
Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,
saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.

Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.



549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
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1 All hail the powr of Je-sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 Crown Him, ye mar-tyrs of our God, Who from His al - tar call;
3 Ye seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race, Ye ran - somed from the fall,
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of Da-vid’s line, Whom Da - vid Lord did call,
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord of all
Ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod And crown Him Lord of all

Hail Him whosaves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of  all
The God in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord of all
Ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod And crown Him Lord of all
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.
The God in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of all.

5  Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

6  Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

7  Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

Text and tune: Public domain



809 Great

s Thy Faithfulness
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I Great is Thy faith - ful-ness, O God my  Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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There is no shad - ow of turn - ing with Thee.
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - bove
Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide;
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Thou chang-est not:  Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - i - fold wit- ness
Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row,
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As  Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er  wilt be.

To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.

Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou -sand be - side!

Refrain —
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Great is Thy faith-ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Great is Thy faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!

Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain
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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes  with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Ev - ry eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - vy bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold  Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - or, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His  ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the king - dom as Thine own.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
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lu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those  glo - rious  scars!
lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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go - ry Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it, For - ev - er Three in One;
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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383 A Great and Mighty Wonder
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And  yet re-mainson high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All 1 - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!

And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I'em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end-less peace.

A Refrain
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Pro - claim the Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
o) . X
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text and tune: Public domain
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Those Serving Us Today:

Organist: Cayla Wilderman (Saturday)
Claudia Loethen (Sunday)

Seminarian: Kyle Ronchetto

Christmas Cookie Sale
Thank you to everyone who helped with the cookie fundraiser, baked cookies and purchased cookies! We appreciate all
those who used their talents in this effort. Together we raised $1335 for St. Paul’s.

Grief Support Group

A support group is beginning in January for anyone who has been affected by loss of a loved one. The program will be
based on the CPH publication “Hope When Your Heart is Breaking” and will be led by Lana Ferrill. Please contact Lana
at 618-520-7068 by January 8 if you would like to participate or would like more information.

A Note from the Finance Board

Sincere thank you to everyone for the encouraging response to our Thanksgiving Booster and continued gifts in
subsequent weeks. Please understand these gifts are not taken lightly and we firmly grasp the importance of being good
stewards of the offerings provided to our congregation. We are committed to closely monitoring operating expenses,
preserving value, and increasing membership & assistance outside the current congregation. We will be sharing weekly
progress on year over year member gifts from which our budget was based with the congregation to keep all in the loop of
where we stand in meeting our goals. To God be the Glory. +
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Those involved in the Ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
New, interested in a particular function or getting involved? Have a question?

Here is who to talk to at St. Paul’s:

Pastor
Church Secretary
School Secretary

School Principal

Early Childhood Center
Church Council Chair

Board of Elders
Financial Chair

Bookkeeper

Board of Evangelism
Board of Christian Education

Board of Christian Day School

Board of Trustees
LWML

Youth Group
Head Usher

Altar Guild

Family Choir

Glorious Day/Praise Team

Holy Smokers

Helping Hands

Prayer Chain

Rev. Albert B. Collver 636-751-3979

Lana Ferril

Linda Craig
Christopher Lingel
Christopher Lingel
Alan Kilzer

Sam ltaliano

Tony Sipes

Cheryl Chrusciel
Kay Butts

Jen Engelbrecht
Dave Thomas
Todd Moore
Valerie Meyer
Rachel Beckemeyer
Seth Schaefer
Debbie Wittenberg
Ted Fedder

Tom Rampold
Dave Meyer

Grace Cottingham
Shirley Rood

Adeline Amen
Debbie Wittenberg

618-667-6681
618-667-6614
618-667-6314
618-667-2173
618-667-8263
618-779-2334
314-503-8120
618-667-7512
618-593-5155
618-789-2952
217-821-3404
618-779-3444
618-444-1265
618-367-2463
618-345-6487
618-667-7357
618-667-6250
618-667-8771
618-667-1347

618-667-6552
618-667-9256

618-667-2549
618-667-7357
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acollver@saintpaulstroy.org
Iferril@saintpaulstroy.org
Icraig@saintpaulstroy.org
clingel@saintpaulstroy.org
ecc@saintpaulstroy.org
alankilzer@hotmail.com
locksmithsam@aol.com
ksipes@epicsyinc.com
coolaunt@att.net
kaybutts@charter.net
jenwitten16@gmail.com

sboard@saintpaulstroy.org

saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com

seschae@att.net

ddwitt@charter.net



JOIN UISHIEH | S

Chrialmaa

IN PERSON OR LIVESTREAM
https://www.facebook.com/stpaultroyil /live /.

ADVENT SERVICES
Dec. 2,9,16 at 7 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at 6 PM and 9 PM
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE at 9 AM
NEW YEAR'S EVE SERVICE at 6 PM
WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays at 5 PM
Sundays at 9 AM

Follow Us At:

@ https://www.saintpaulstroy.org

n https://www.facebook.com/stpaultroyil/
Live-Stream Services:

https://www.facebook.com/stpaultroyil/live/

You http://www.youtube.com/c/StPaulsTroylL
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